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Cat R
Buoyancy Requirements – Wood & GPR (Fibre-Glass) Boats
The volume displaced by the Buoyancy (ie Foam and/or Plastic Bottles) provided inside the vessel must represent a figure of 30% of the gross weight of the vessel (Weight of Boat, Motor/s, Fuel, Equipment, BUT NOT Persons)

	Foam

Should not be affected by oil or oil products. Only rigid, closed cell :Polyurethane” foam is allowed
	Plastic Bottles

Only “HDPE” (High Density Polyethylene) Grade 2” plastic bottles with watertight caps are allowed.  Plastic bottles filled with foam beads are also allowed.  Unfilled plastic bottles shall be Hermetically sealed.


	Buoyancy must be proven by:

· A Manufacturer’s Certificate (On the Certificate the vessel must be identified by a Photograph or Serial Number)

· Proven – Taken to a shallow Calm water area, plugs withdrawn and swamped.

· By Calculation – This can be done during the survey on condition that the vessel has inspection hatches.  If no inspection hatches are on deck, the owner will need to cut a part of the hull so that the surveyor can inspect the condition and type of buoyancy to do the necessary calculations.

· Failure of the above – no certificate of Fitness issued or a life raft need to be fitted capable of carrying all crew and passengers


Buoyancy Requirements – fully inflatable or rigid inflatable boats (RIB’s)
	Fully inflatable boats or rigid inflatable boats require a minimum of three (3) pontoon compartments, with two (2) compartments deflated, the smallest compartment should keep the vessel afloat.  In the case, the hull of the rigid inflatable vessel is not a buoyancy chamber.


	Buoyancy must be proven by:

· A Manufacturer’s Certificate (On the Certificate the vessel must be identified by a Photograph or Serial Number)

· Proven – Taken to a shallow calm water area, two compartments deflated, plugs withdrawn and swamped.

· By Calculation – This can be done during the survey on condition that there are no air leaks between the Pontoon compartments.

Failure of the above – no certificate of Fitness issued or a life raft need to be fitted capable of carrying all crew and passengers.








